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Robert Burridge was a noted international award-winning industrial 
Designer who, after twenty-five years in the corporate design world, has focused 
his new life to painting everyday. Today he is a celebrated, contemporary painter, 
contributing author to artists’ magazines, college teacher and publisher of his 
own books, “Loosen up Workbook & studio Notes” and “Hot Art Marketing.” His 
instructional DVDs feature his popular “Loosen up” techniques. Burridge attributes 
his success to his education from the university of the Arts in Philadelphia, his 
stint as an adjunct professor at Cooper union school for the Advancement of sci-
ence and Art in New York City, and in 1966, his Fluxus art performances with Yoko 
Ono and Nam June Paik.

He is much sought after as juror, lecturer and workshop instructor. Also, 
Burridge is a featured artist-mentor for Master Workshops in France, italy, Mexico, 
Bahamas and Guatemala.

robert is the Honorary President of the international society of Acrylic 
Painters and signature Member of both the isAP and the Philadelphia Water Color 
society. He is a recipient of their highest and most prestigious award, the Crest 
Medal for Achievement in the Arts. Previous recipients include Georgia O’Keeffe, 
Andrew Wyeth and Pablo Picasso.

Burridge’s honors include: “Commemorative Artist” for the Central Coast Wine 
Classic; “Official Artist” for the prestigious sausalito Art Festival Poster, which was 
named the Best Outdoor Festival Poster for 2001 by sunshine Artist magazine. 
Burridge was commissioned to create twelve large abstract canvas paintings for 
the Hollywood movie “Dean Quixote,” a feature film produced by Victor simpkins.

Burridge’s Coffee Cup painting series were reproduced by starbucks Coffee 
Company on thousands of cups as well as framed art prints. Williams-sonoma 
stores carried his popular fruit and vegetable prints. Both series sold out quickly. 
His commercial success now includes eight paintings woven into large tapestries 
selling at national design centers. Chosen as the “Pearl Vodka Artist of the Millen-
nium,” robert’s artwork appeared on bottles and national ad campaigns. 

Being a typical Gemini, Burridge’s painting themes can be put into two 
categories: His “Good Life” series emphasizes color, humor and good times. The 
other theme is his continued focus on contemporary Abstract icons, Mythology 
and Metaphors.

His popular work hangs in permanent collections of international embas-
sies, corporate galleries, art colleges as well as television and the entertainment 
industry. in 2010, his life’s dream was realized. The san Luis Obispo Museum of 
Art curated fourteen of his abstract paintings for his first solo museum exhibi-
tion. And again in 2012, sLOMA will exhibit his latest series of seven foot charcoal 
drawings.
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These paintings are from real childhood memories from 
the back seat of my dad’s car while he drove me to see the 
circus. As we got nearer, i read the huge, hand-painted sign - 
roadside Attraction up ahead! This was my earliest memory 
of elation, excitement and anticipation.

My dad rescued me from school one day and took me 
to my first circus. i remember every second of that day inside 
the Clyde Beatty - Cole Brothers Circus. The sight of enormous 
canvas tents in an open field mesmerized me. The aroma 
of circus tigers, elephants and popcorn mixed in with fresh 
sawdust stirred me. The aerial performers, costumed clowns 
and the sound of the live circus band pretty much did it for my 
impressionable self - i was hooked!

At ten years old, i was a one-man circus act. i loved 
climbing, swinging and hanging from ropes tied in our 
backyard trees. in our yard, my dad built a trapeze and a high 
bar for me. i bought a book on “How to be a Clown.” i listened 
to circus music and practiced magic tricks which included the 
family rabbit and dog. During the summers, i performed an 
entire one-man backyard circus act for our neighbors. And, i 
swear to God this is true - for the Grand Finale performance i
hung upside down on a burning suspended bicycle ten feet in 
the air!

When the circus came to town, i was there early to watch 
them erect the tents and talk to the “Trapeze Family.” Before 
their rigging was hoisted to the top, i got to practice briefly 
with them. it was brief, but i did it. i flew in the circus!

i have always loved the excitement - the danger of the 
circus and the thrill it gave me.

Today, now in my artist studio, painting everyday is very 
much like performing and flying high above the center ring. 
it’s exciting and dangerous. This time, however, there’s no net.
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